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The New Ellis Islands
Examining Non-Traditional Areas of

Immigrant Settlement in the 1990s
By Steven A. Camarota and John Keeley

The last 30 years have witnessed a steady increase
in immigration to the United States. An
estimated 1.3 million legal and illegal immigrants
now settle in the country each year. In the past,
immigrant settlement has been mostly confined to
relatively few states, with California, New York, and
Florida accounting for more than half of the nation’s
foreign-born population. While immigrants still tend to
be concentrated in only a handful of states, there is
growing evidence that they are increasingly settling in
areas that until recently were largely unaffected by
immigration. While the full results from the 2000 Census
will not be available for some time, this Backgrounder
attempts to identify new areas of immigrant settlement
based on analysis of immigrant arrival data provided by
the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS). It
compares the size of the foreign-born population in the
1990 Census with the number of new legal immigrants
(those receiving green cards) who arrived from abroad
between 1991 and 1998, as determined by the INS.
Excluding counties with very small immigrant
populations, those counties in which the number of new
legal immigrants (1991-1998) was equal in size to at least
50 percent of the existing foreign-born population in
1990 are designated as “New Ellis Islands.” * Data for all
counties can be found on the Centers Web site at
WWW.CIis.0rg
Among the findings:

e One out of 14 counties in the United States —
223 of the 3,141 that comprise the U.S. — met
the criteria of a New Ellis Island. While these
counties can be found throughout the United
States, the new areas of immigrant settlement
are overwhelming in the South, which has 131,
and the Midwest, with 75 counties.

e The state with the most counties identified as
New Ellis Islands is Georgia, with 25, followed
by Minnesota and Kentucky with 18 counties

each. Virginia has 13 such counties, while
Tennessee and North Carolina have 12 each.
Indiana is home to 11 New Ellis Islands, while
Mississippi, Missouri, and lowa have 10
counties each. Texas, Alabama, Louisiana,
Illinois, and Colorado each have at least 5
counties that qualify as new Ellis Islands.

Of the states that traditionally have attracted
immigrants, only Texas and Illinois, with 9 and
6 New Ellis Islands respectively, have a
significant number of these counties. Because
the existing immigrant populations were
already so large in 1990, not one county in
California, New York, or Arizona, and only one
county each in Florida and New Jersey, meet
the definition of a new Ellis Island.

Among the 223 counties that are the New Ellis
Islands, some are dominated by only a few
immigrant sending countries; in 62 (28 percent)
of these counties, the top-sending country
accounts for at least half of the immigrants who
arrived in the 1990s. However, in other
counties, no single sending country
predominates. There were 83 counties (37
percent) in which no single sending country
accounts for more than 25 percent of 1990s
immigrants.

While by no means true for every county, in
general the new areas of immigrant settlement
tend to be associated with either immigration
from Mexico or India or with refugee
resettlement. Mexico is the leading sending
country in 82 counties (37 percent) that qualify
as New Ellis Islands. It is followed by India,
which is the top-sending country in 35 counties
(16 percent). Refugee-sending countries
(primarily Vietnam and the former Soviet
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Union) are the leading sending countries in 50
counties (22 percent).

e In the nation’s 100 largest metropolitan areas,
Nashville ranks first in the number of new
immigrants (1991-1998) relative to its foreign-
born population in 1990. Atlanta is second and
Louisville is third. Rounding out the top ten are
Minneapolis-St.  Paul, Greensboro-Winston-
Salem, Charlotte, Memphis, Portland-Vancouver,
Seattle, and Washington, D.C.

The spread of immigrants to areas where there had
been little immigration prior to the 1990s will likely
continue. The networks of families and friends now being
established in these communities will almost certainly draw
even more immigrants to these areas. In addition to
drawing in legal immigrants, these networks will also likely
attract increasing numbers of illegal immigrants.
Sociological research indicates that legal and illegal
immigration are intimately linked and not the separate
phenomena that is commonly supposed. For example,
studies of migration indicate that one of the primary factors
influencing a person’s decision to emigrate is whether a
family member or member of their home community has
already come to United States.?2 With 13 million new legal
and illegal immigrants expected in the next decade alone,
the impact of immigrants on many of the New Ellis Islands
will only grow if current policies remain in place.

Methodology

To identify new areas of immigrant settlement, we first
examine 1990 Census results to report the size of the
foreign-born population for all 3,141 counties and
independent cities in the United States. Second, utilizing
public-use data from the INS showing county of intended
residence, we then compare the number of new legal
immigrants (those receiving green cards) who arrived
between 1991 and 1998 with the size of the 1990 foreign-
born population in each county. This comparison is
reflected as a percentage. For example, if a county had a
foreign-born population of 1,000 in 1990 and 500 new legal
immigrants arrived between 1991 and 1998, then the
county was assigned a value of 50 percent.

Because we are interested only in new arrivals, those
legal immigrants who received their green cards
(permanent residency visas) between 1991 and 1998, but
had actually entered the country on a temporary visa prior
to 1990 are excluded.® It is possible to confine our analysis
to only the 5.5 million immigrants who arrived between
1991 and 1998 because public-use INS data have year of
arrival data for persons who arrived on temporary visas and
subsequently adjusted to permanent status. For example,
an individual who arrived in 1988 on a student visa and later
married an American and obtained a permanent residency

visa in 1995 would be excluded from our totals for 1991-
98 because he was counted in the 1990 Census. However,
we do include those persons who arrived on a temporary
visa after 1990 and subsequently adjusted to permanent
legal status between 1991 and 1998. In this way we can
confine our analysis to only those new legal immigrants who
arrived between 1991 and 1998.

We excluded counties with fewer than 50 immigrants
in 1990 and then placed each country in one of four
categories based on its percentage. Those counties in which
the number of new legal immigrants (1991-1998) was equal
to more than 50 percent of the existing foreign-born
population in 1990 were designated as “New Ellis Islands.”

The relative level of new immigration to these counties
is much higher than is the national average. In 1990, the
total foreign-born population in the United States was 19.8
million, and between 1991 and 1998, 5.5 million new legal
immigrants arrived in the country. This means that
nationally the number of new legal immigrants was equal to
28 percent of the size of the existing foreign-born
population in 1990. While most of the study focuses on
those county designated as New Ellis Islands, we further
classify counties into three other categories: those
experiencing 25 to 49 percent growth in their immigrant
populations; 15 to 24 percent growth; and 0 to 14 percent
growth. The map in the center of this Backgrounder reflects
these categories.

While we are confident that our methodology captures
those areas that are receiving a large influx of new
immigrants relative to the existing immigrant population,
there are limitations to this approach. First, the study
compares the size of the 1990 foreign-born population,
which includes a significant number of illegal aliens, to only
newly arrived legal immigrants. Thus, the size of the impact
on each county is probably understated because the arrival
figures for 1991 through 1998 do not include new illegal
aliens while the 1990 figures to which they are compared
do include some illegals. Second, some of the new legal
immigrants who show up in the data as new arrivals
between 1991 and 1998 are in fact illegal aliens who came
to the United States prior to 1991 and should have been
counted in the 1990 Census. This would tend to overstate
the impact of new immigration since these individuals are
not new arrivals but instead are already living in the United
States. In general, however, this approach should be useful
in identifying those areas in which the level of immigration
in the 1990s represents a clear break with the recent past.

Discussion

The Map. The map in the center of this Backgrounder is a
graphical representation of the above methodology. The
map reveals some very interesting patterns. While the New
Ellis Islands can be found throughout the country, they are
concentrated in the South and Midwest. In the South, a
very large share of the counties in Georgia, North and
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South Carolina, Virginia, and Maryland qualify as either
New Ellis Islands or the level of new immigration in the
1990s there is equal to between 25 and 49 percent of the
foreign-born population in 1990, placing them in our
second category.

Kentucky and to a lesser extent Tennessee have a
number of New Ellis Islands and also a large humber of
counties in which the existing immigrant population was
very small in 1990 and in almost all cases remains very
small. Thus, new areas of immigration in these two states
really are “islands” in that they are surround by areas of low
immigration. In the Midwest, Minnesota, lowa, and
Indiana not only have a large number of New Ellis Islands,
but also a large number of counties in which the ratio of new
to existing immigrants is in our second category of 25 to 49
percent. The map also indicates that there are many parts
of the country in which immigration remains very low.
Western Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, Montana, the western
Dakotas, and much of New England and upstate New York
have few immigrants, and the level of immigrants to these
areas in the 1990s has generally been low.

Regional Distribution. Table 1 delineates the distribution
of counties across the regions of the country based on the
ratio of new immigrants to the 1990 foreign-born
population. Like the map, the table shows that the New Ellis
Islands are overwhelmingly concentrated in the South and
Midwest. Excluding counties with fewer than 50
immigrants in 1990, almost 12 percent of the counties in
the South and 10 percent of the counties in the Midwest can
be described as New Ellis Islands. Even looking at those
counties in which the number of new legal immigrants is
equal to between 25 and 49 percent of the 1990 foreign-
born population, we see that a much larger share of counties
in the Midwest and the South also fall into this category.
However, the West also has a number of counties in which
the level of new immigration is in this second category.
With one-third of the counties in the Northeast, the
number of new legal immigrants is equal to between 25 and
49 percent of the foreign-born populations there in 1990.

Although the relative level of new immigration in these
areas may not be as large as that in the South and Midwest,
large areas of the Northeast and the West are also
experiencing a level of immigration that is very different
than what had been true in the recent past.

The Top Counties. Table 2 ranks the top 25 counties
based on the number of new legal immigrants relative to the
size of the foreign-born population in 1990. These New
Ellis Islands with the highest percentages of new
immigrants tend to be those in which the existing
immigrant population was small in 1990. Of course, the
impact of immigration may be significant on these counties
because their overall populations also tend to be small.
Most of the counties on the list had fewer than 25,000
inhabitants in 1990. For example, the 245 immigrants who
arrived in the 1990s in Nantucket County, Massachusetts,
are equal to 4 percent of the county’s entire population in
1990. An examination of the leading sending-countries
found in the table indicates that new areas of immigrant
settlement tend to be associated with Mexican and Indian
immigration or refugee resettlement. Mexico is one of the
top-three sending countries in 17 of the 25 counties in
Table 1, and India is one of the top three sending-counties
in six of the counties. Additionally, at least one refugee
sending country is represented in the top three sending-
counties in more than half the counties.*

Table 3 (page 6) examines the New Ellis Islands from
a different perspective. The table ranks the top 25 counties
based on the number of immigrants who entered between
1991 and 1998. Again, all the counties in the table qualify
as new Ellis Islands. Only Minnehaha County in South
Dakota and Cass County in North Dakota are in both
Tables 2 and 3. Overall, the ratio of new immigrants to the
1990 foreign-born population tends to be somewhat lower
in Table 3 than in Table 2. While the ratio is somewhat
smaller than in Table 2, the impact of immigration on all
of these counties is likely to be very significant.

In Fort Bend County, Texas, the number of legal
immigrants who arrived in just the 1990s is equal to 6

Table 1. Distribution of Counties by Region:

New Immigrants Relative to 1990 Foreign-Born Population

50 % or More
Region (New Ellis Islands) 251049 %
Northeast 3 73
Midwest 75 297
South 131 521
West 14 172
Total 223 1,063

15 1024 % 0to 14 % Total*
92 47 215

288 120 780

357 119 1,128

143 51 380

880 337 2,503

* Counties with fewer than 50 immigrants are not included in the table.




Table 2. New Ellis Islands Ranked by Relative Size of 1991-1998 New

Legal Immigration to 1990 Foreign-Born Population*
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County

Dawson
Scott

Barry
Worcester
Bath
Juniata
Minnehaha
Perry
Woodford
Cass
Fulton
Adams
Wasatch
De Witt
Nantucket
Garvin
Gilmer
Davies
Pemiscot
Dunklin
Lyon
Harrisonburg City
Bryan
South Boston City
Dallas

Foreign-Born

Population
State in 1990
Neb. 138
Miss. 97
Mo. 136
Md. 523
Va. 55
Pa. 69
S.D. 1,803
Ky. 67
Ky. 102
N.D. 1,712
Ind. 69
Neb. 218
Utah 69
IIl 61
Mass. 239
Okla. 85
Ga. 60
Ind. 66
Mo. 64
Mo. 90
Minn. 286
Va. 740
Ga. 70
Va. 57
lowa 212

19,767,000

Number of New
Legal Immigrants,
1991-1998

424
159
218
804
83
90
2,258
83
121
2,024
78
246
75
65
245
86
60
64
62
86
270
686
65
53
196

5,516,874

1991-1998 New
Legal Immigration
Compared to
1990 Foreign-
Born Population

307 %
164 %
160 %
154 %
151%
130%
125%
124 %
119%
118 %
113%
113%
109 %
107 %
103 %
101%
100 %
97 %
97 %
96 %
94 %
93%
93%
93%
92%

28%

Top-Three Sending Countries for Each County, 1991-1998

First Second Third
Country Number  Country Number  Country Number
Mexico 304 Vietnam 56 Guatemala 23
Cuba 83 Mexico 17 Peru 11
Mexico 183  Philippines 9 Panama 6
Korea 588 Ireland 23 Mexico 17
Jamaica 45 Philippines 28  Yugoslavia 4
Korea 53  Soviet Union 5 China 5
Ethiopia 483  Soviet Union 445 Sudan 319
India 18 Philippines 10 Turkey 8
Ireland 44 Mexico 19 UK. 11
Vietnam 595 Yugoslavia 257 Iraq 236
Mexico 44 Canada 6 Germany 4
Vietnam 128 Cuba 33 Mexico 25
Mexico 24 Romania 7 France 6
India 28 Mexico 10 Philippines 7
Ireland 152 UK. 36 Thailand 5
Mexico 48  Philippines 5 India 4
Mexico 47  Philippines 5 Finland 1
Mexico 13 Philippines 10 Romania 6
India 21 Mexico 13 Pakistan 8
Mexico 41 India 16 Philippines 8
Somalia 148 Mexico 33 Guatemala 10
Soviet Union 297 Mexico 122 Pakistan 32
Germany 13 India 11 China 9
India 9 Canada 8 Denmark 6
Mexico 46  Sudan 44 Vietnam 32
Mexico 768,162 China 427,348 Soviet Union 382,474

* Figures for China include Hong Kong and Taiwan.
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percent of the county’s entire population in 1990, and in
Fairfax City, Virginia, the number of newly arrived legal
immigrants was equal to 9 percent of the entire city’s 1990
population. This is truly striking because Fairfax City was
already 15 percent foreign-born in 1990. While Fairfax
City already had a significant immigrant population in
1990, this was less the case for counties such as DeKalb
County, Georgia, where the foreign-born were 7 percent of
the county’s total population in 1990. The 19,221 new legal
immigrants who entered the county in the 1990 were equal
to 4 percent of the county’s entire 1990 population.

With respect to country of birth data in Table 3, we see
some differences in comparison to Table 2. While Mexico
was one of the top three sending-counties in Table 2, this
is not the case with Table 3. Refugee sending-counties in
this table emerge as the dominant sending-countries. For
example, Mexico is the top sending-country in only Finney
County, Kansas. In contrast, Vietnam, the former Soviet
Union, and Ethiopia are the top sending countries in 18 of
the 25 counties in Table 3. Mexico in Table 3 is one of the
top three sending-counties in only seven counties,
compared to its status as a top sender for 17 of the counties
in Table 2. Unlike Mexico, India is about as prominent in
Table 3 as it is in Table 2. Overall however, Table 3
indicates again that the New Ellis Islands tend to be
associated with Mexican and Indian immigration or
refugee resettlement.

Metropolitan Areas

Using the same basic methodology as above, we also ranked
the nation’s 100 largest Metropolitan Statistical Areas
(MSAs). Table 4 (page 7) reports the top 25 MSAs ranked
by the number of new immigrants (1991-1998) relative to
the size of their 1990 foreign-born populations. The top
city of new immigration is Nashville, Tennessee, followed
by Atlanta, Georgia, and Louiseville, Kentucky. Not
suprisingly, many of the cities can be found in the South.
Of the 25 metropolitican areas in the list, 13 are in the

South. In addtion, five are in the Midwest, four are in the
West, and three are in the Northeast. Analysis of the top
sending countries shows that in most of these cities,
refugee-sending countries lead the list. Vietham or the
former Soviet Union are the leading sending countries in 20
of the 25 metro areas. There is also significant diversity in
legal immigration in most of the these areas. In only three
of the cities does the top sending country account for 25
percent or more of legal immigration. Table 4 makes clear
that there are a number of major metropolitain areas that
are experiencing significant immigration that until recently
were largely unaffected by immigration.

Conclusion

The study almost certainly understates the impact of 1990s
immigration on each county or metro area because the
arrival figures for 1991 through 1998 do not include new
illegal aliens, while the 1990 figures to which they are
compared do include some illegals. Overall our findings
show that while there are still areas of the country that are
unaffected by immigration, these areas are becoming fewer
and fewer. The New Ellis Islands are primarily in the South
and Midwest, with Georgia, Minnesota, and Kentucky
having the most such counties. While no one pattern
predominates, in general the New Ellis Islands in the South
tend to be associated with Mexican immigration, while
those in the Midwest are often the result of refugee
resettlement.

It is likely that without a change in immigration policy,
additional communities will become New Ellis Islands in
the decades to come. Moreover, in the areas of new
immigrant sentiment identified in this study the level of
immigration will almost certainly continue to increase as
the networks of family and friends now in place draw in
more legal and illegal immigrants. This means that many
parts of the country that did not have a stake in the national
debate over immigration now have a keen interest in
immigration.

End Notes

1 Approximately three-quarters of immigrants to the U.S.
during the Great Wave of Immigration in the late 19t and early
20" centuries arrived at the port of New York City. The federal
facility of Ellis Island, an old naval arsenal, was built in 1892 to
accommodate the flow of more than one million immigrants
annually. Ellis Island became the gateway to America for tens of
millions of immigrants until the 1930s, when it became a
detention center. In 1965, Ellis Island reopened in as an
immigration museum overseen as part of the Statue of Liberty
National Monument. Years of weather-related decay in New
York Harbor led to its being refurbished in the 1980s, and in
September 1990 the site was reopened to the public.

2 Massey, Douglas S.; Kristin E. Espinosa. 1997. “What's
Driving Mexico-U.S. Migration? A Theoretical, Empirical, and
Policy Analysis.” American Journal of Sociology.

102: No. 4 939-999. Palloni, Alberto, Mike Spittel, and Miguel
Ceballos. 1999. “Using Kin Data to Falsify Social Networking
Hypotheses in Migration.” Paper presented at the annual
meeting of the Population Association of America.(Massey and
Espinosa 1997; Palloni, Spittel, and Ceballos 1999).

8 Wealsoexclude all amnesty beneficiaries who received green
cards between 1991 and 1998 as part of the Immigration Reform
and Control Act (IRCA) passed in 1986.

4 Itshould be pointed out that although an immigrant may
come from a country that has sent a large number of refugees,
they themselves may not have entered as refugees. Even so, non-
refugees from these counties are mostly family members and
others from the same community joining those who came earlier
asrefugees. Thus, this family-based immigration isclearly adirect
result of refugee resettlement efforts.



Table 3. New Ellis Islands Ranked by Number of New Legal Immigrants, 1991-1998*

1991-1998 New
Legal Immigration

Foreign-Born Number of New Compared to

Population  Legal Immigrants, 1990 Foreign-

Rank  County State in 1990 1991-1998 Born Population
1 Hennepin Minn. 44,157 23,988 54 %
2 DeKalb Ga. 36,492 19,221 53 %
3 Fulton Ga. 26,777 15,375 57 %
4 Fort Bend Texas 24,991 12,879 52 %
5 Gwinnett Ga. 17,803 12,187 68 %
6 Mecklenburg  N.C. 17,875 9,181 51%
7 Davidson Tenn. 12,662 8,193 65 %
8 Collin Texas 15,611 8,060 52 %
9 Atlantic N.J. 12,945 6,915 53 %
10 St. Louis City ~ Mo. 10,034 6,676 67 %
11 Clark Wash. 8,677 5,828 67 %
12 Jefferson Ky. 9,725 5,444 56 %
13 Polk lowa 7,871 4,824 61 %
14 Guilford N.C. 7,080 4,608 65 %
15 Lancaster Neb. 5,342 4,071 76 %
16 Dakota Minn. 6,270 3,178 51%
17 Richmond City  Va. 3,720 2,899 78 %
18 Minnehaha S.D. 1,803 2,258 125%
19 Anoka Minn. 4,090 2,195 54 %
20 Ada Idaho 4,389 2,188 50 %
21 Cass N.D. 1,712 2,024 118 %
22 Fairfax City Va. 2,900 1,768 61 %
23 Finney Kan. 3,258 1,641 50 %
24 Woodbury lowa 2,678 1,586 59 %
25 Manassas City Va. 2,129 1,569 4%
Nation 19,767,000 5,516,874 28%

Top-Three Sending Countries for Each County, 1991-1998

First Second Third
Country Number  Country Number  Country Number
Soviet Union 3,302 Vietnam 2,527 Somalia 2,074
Vietnam 4,983 Soviet Union 1,414 Ethiopia 1,265
Vietnam 3,905 Soviet Union 1,287 Mexico 791
India 2,462 China 1,880 Mexico 1,430
India 1,298 China 1,074 Vietnam 1,026
Vietnam 1,908 India 770  Soviet Union 531
Vietnam 1,275 Iraq 859 Somalia 523
China 1,586 Mexico 1,051 India 767
India 792 Dom.Rep. 663 Philippines 535
Vietnam 2,091 Yugoslavia 1,270  Soviet Union 660
Soviet Union 3,105 Vietnam 466  Philippines 327
Vietnam 1,407 Soviet Union 597 Yugoslavia 323
Vietnam 1,522 Yugoslavia 812 Soviet Union 323
Vietnam 1,545 India 246  Pakistan 205
Vietnam 2,240  Soviet Union 338 China 208
Soviet Union 419 Vietnam 401 India 202
Vietnam 959 Soviet Union 445 China 158
Ethiopia 483 Soviet Union 445 Sudan 319
Soviet Union 380 Vietnam 240 Yugoslavia 139
Vietnam 333 China 236 Mexico 190
Vietnam 595 Yugoslavia 257 lraq 236
Korea 176 ElSalvador 171 China 161
Mexico 870 Vietnam 575 El Salvador 63
Vietnam 817 Mexico 419 Soviet Union 34
El Salvador 200 Mexico 157  Philippines 112
Mexico 768,162 China 427,348 Soviet Union 382,474

* Figures for China include Hong Kong and Taiwan.
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Table 4. Metro Areas Ranked by Relative Size of 1991-1998 New Legal Immigration to 1990 Foreign-Born Population*

Rank

O No o1l b WM

(o]

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Nation

Born Pop.
Metropolitan Area in 1990
Nashville, Tenn. 18,012
Atlanta, Ga. 116,624
Louisville, Ky.-Ind. 11,970
Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minn.-Wisc. 88,093

Greensboro-Winston-Salem-Highpoint, N.C. 15,318
Charlotte-Gastonia-Rock Hill, N.C.-S.C. 24,041

Memphis, Tenn.-Ark.-Miss. 13,907
Portland-Vancouver, Ore.-Wash. 88,072
Seattle-Bellevue-Everett, Wash. 169,798
Washington, D.C.-Md.-Va.-W.Va. 489,668
Baton Rouge, La. 10,458
Indianapolis, Ind. 21,597
Raleigh-Durham-Chapel Hill, N.C. 29,374
Denver, Colo. 81,334
Harrisburg-Lebanon-Carlisle, Pa. 11,911
Kansas City, Mo.-Kan. 35,488
Greenville-Spartanburg-Anderson, S.C. 11,901
St. Louis, Mo.-lll. 49,021
Wichita, Kan. 14,888
Richmond-Petersburg, Va. 22,518
Orlando, Fla. 82,042
Sacramento, Calif. 120,136
Baltimore, Md. 87,653
New York, N.Y. 2,285,996
Middlesex-Somerset-Hunterdon, N.J. 126,653

19,767,000

1991-1998 New

Number Legal Immigration
Foreign- of New Legal

Immigrants,

Compared to
1990 Foreign-

1991-1998  Born Population

10,330
62,017
6,170
44,502
7,504
11,683
6,626
38,175
72,688
201,930
4,257
8,725
11,695
31,721
4,633
13,772
4,587
18,885
5,711
8,465
30,381
44,272
32,283
841,720
46,555

5,516,874

57%
53%
52%
51%
49 %
49 %
48 %
43%
43%
41%
41%
40 %
40 %
39%
39%
39%
39%
39%
38%
38%
37%
37%
37%
37%
37%

28%

Top-Three Sending Countries for Each County, 1991-1998

First Second Third
Country Number  Country Number  Country Number
Vietnam 1,325 Iraq 888 India 636
Vietnam 11,251 India 4,413 Soviet Union 4,006
Vietnam 1,420 Soviet Union 611 China 371
Soviet Union 5,345 Vietnam 4,801 Laos 3,737
Vietnam 1,664 Mexico 503 India 487
Vietnam 2,142 India 1,084 China 648
Vietnam 1,344 China 620 India 448
Soviet Union 9,494 Vietnam 6,307 Mexico 3,263
Vietnam 11,612  Soviet Union 10,567  Philippines 7,979
El Salvador 21,858 Vietnam 14,982 China 12,375
Vietnam 1,382 China 397 India 323
Soviet Union 1,043 India 840 China 818
China 1,460 India 1,277 Canada 960
Mexico 7,876 Vietnam 4,131 Soviet Union 3,957
Vietnam 994 India 498 Soviet Union 437
Vietnam 2,085 Mexico 1,576 Soviet Union 1,239
Vietnam 532 India 435 China 335
Vietnam 2,566 Soviet Union 2,454 China 1,678
Vietnam 2,154 Mexico 919 China 232
Vietnam 1,505 Soviet Union 774 China 750
Vietnam 2,409 Haiti 2,166 Jamaica 2,033
Soviet Union 10,746 Vietnam 4,853 Mexico 4,792
Soviet Union 5,802 China 2,738 Korea 2,587
Dom. Rep. 153,790 Soviet Union 107,919 China 85,090
India 10,553 Dom. Rep. 4,772 China 4,450
Mexico 768,162 China 427,348 Soviet Union 382,474

* Analysis limited to 100 largest MSAs. Figures for China include Hong Kong and Taiwan.
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The New Ellis Islands

NON-PROFIT
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
PERMIT #6117
WASHINGTON, DC

Examing Non-Traditional Areas of
Immigrant Settlement in the 1990s

By Steven A. Camarota and John Keeley

The last 30 years have witnessed a steady increase in
immigration to the United States. An estimated 1.3 million
legal and illegal immigrants now settle in the country each
year. In the past, immigrant settlement has been mostly confined to
relatively few states, with California, New York, and Florida
accounting for more than half of the nation’s foreign-born
population. While immigrants still tend to be concentrated in only
a handful of states, there is growing evidence that they are
increasingly settling in areas that until recently were largely
unaffected by immigration. While the full results from the 2000
Census will not be available for some time, this Backgrounder
attempts to identify new areas of immigrant settlement based on
analysis of immigrant arrival data provided by the Immigration and
Naturalization Service (INS). It compares the size of the foreign-
born population in the 1990 Census with the number of new legal
immigrants (those receiving green cards) who arrived from abroad
between 1991 and 1998, as determined by the INS. Excluding
counties with very small immigrant populations, those counties in
which the number of new legal immigrants (1991-1998) was equal
insize to at least 50 percent of the existing foreign-born population
in 1990 are designated as “New Ellis Islands.”
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